RICHARDSON, WILLIAM T.
Mr. Richardson is being recertified for hospice at this time with hepatocellular carcinoma. The patient has had increased ascites related to his cirrhosis since last evaluation. The patient has hepatocellular carcinoma with severe weakness, protein-calorie malnutrition, decreased appetite; the patient is eating very little at this time about 10 to 20%. The patient is having a difficulty ambulating, he requires a walker to ambulate around the house, but most of the time he is sitting down. He is more confused, most likely related to ammonia buildup and shows evidence of euphoria related to hepatic encephalopathy. The patient continues to show weight loss, temporal wasting, lower extremity muscle wasting as well. He had bouts of diarrhea and constipation, which is common in patients with end-stage liver disease. The patient has a KPS score of 40%, is total ADL dependent. He is also bowel and bladder incontinent. He is cared for by his family member that lives with him along with the nurse’s aides that see him frequently to provide him the care that he needs. His pain also has been an issue and required pain medication due to his ascites and end-stage liver disease. Given his worsening condition as was delineated above along with increased pain, severe weakness, hepatic encephalopathy, increased ascites, anemia, protein-calorie malnutrition and muscle wasting evident by his end-stage liver cancer, the patient remains hospice appropriate, most likely has less than six months to live.
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